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QECO Notes to Share
· Apply to QECO yearly if not in category A4 – Don’t risk losing salary.

· Applications available only at qeco.on.ca

· Registering with QECOweb allows a teacher to track their application.
· QECO is governed by teacher affiliates and works for teachers!
· No influence from employers, ministry or OCT.

· Review pay statements and ensure pay reflects correct QECO category –Especially after a category change. 

· Retroactive pay only goes back one school year if available at all.

· Make a plan to move to the highest QECO category – start by requesting upgrading routes from QECO.

· Changing categories is the quickest (sometimes only) way to increase salary and maximize pensionable earnings.

· The cost of courses taken toward a category change is usually returned in increased salary in as little as a year after the change.
· Apply throughout the year…don’t wait until a deadline looms.

· Be wary of staff room wisdom, or colleague credential comparisons – contact QECO and request official upgrading routes. It’s fast!
· Obtaining a QECO evaluation for category placement or upgrading is easy and very fast.

· Achieving the highest category is comforting:

· If LTD is ever required. 
· When calculating last 5 years for pension
